
A public consultation on the orientations 
for Québec’s Youth Policy

The Quebec government has embarked on a process to 
adopt a new Québec Youth Policy, which will propose 
directions and lines of action that will affect 15-29 year 
olds over the next decade. 

In the coming months the government wants to 
provide opportunities for all young Quebecers, and any 
individuals or groups working towards their success, to 
express their ideas through a written recommendation 
or “memoir”. Specifically, they will be invited to share 
their opinion with respect to the proposed areas of 
intervention, their respective objectives and to 
propose concrete means to the Quebec government to 
reach them. 

Through this consultation the government will not only 
establish long-term decisions, but will also determine 
the concrete measures that it will implement in the 
coming years. 

The consultation will run from 17 June to 1 October 
2015. The written memoirs and recommendations may 
be emailed to saj@mce.gouv.qc.ca. 

The Québec Youth Policy and Youth Action 
Strategy

A policy on Québec youth action strategy and the 
Quebec Youth Policy is advancing government priorities 
to youth to ensure smooth transitions for young people 
to social and professional autonomy. It is expected that 
departments and agencies refer to it when changes are 
made in order to plan and coordinate their own policies 
and measures. 

Following the model developed by Quebec, the Youth 
Action Strategy implements the Youth Policy through 
concrete measures. The Strategy is the responsibility of 
the Secretariat for Youth and is deployed in partnership 
with departments and agencies of the Government of 
Quebec and the organizations that work with youth 
Québécoise. There are three proposed directions for 
the future Québec Policy on Youth: 

Three proposed directions for the future 
Québec Youth Policy

1:  Support young people in the many 
	 transitions	towards	autonomy	to	support		
 their personal success. 

2:		 Promote	young	people's	contributions	to	
	 Quebec's	development	and	the	preservation		
	 of	harmonious	and	fair	social	structure.

3:		 Guide	government	action	on	youth	in	certain		
	 targeted	complementary	areas		of	
	 intervention. 

The statistical look on youth

The Quebec Institute of Statistics has published a 
Statistical Focus on Youth in 2014, at the request of the 
Secretariat for Youth, which presents great detail on 
the status and evolution of the situation of Quebecers 
aged 15-29 years, between 1996 and 2012. 

This document contains a wealth of information on 
the demography of young compared to Quebecers 
population, their integration in the labour market 
and entrepreneurship, education, their health and 
economic conditions. It is an indispensable reference
for interpreting the portrait of young Quebecers
at the turn of the 2010s, and to get an idea of the
trends that influenced them.  

You are welcome to find it at the following address: 
www.stat.gouv.qc.ca/statistiques/conditions-vie-socie-
te/regard-jeunesse.html

TOGETHER FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 
CONSULTATION TO RENEW QUEBEC’S YOUTH POLICY

P a g e  1



AXE I
Healthy Lifestyle

Themes:

• Eating habits
• The practise of physical activity and sport
• Mental Health
• Risk behaviours
• Harmonious interpersonal relationships  
 and egalitarian relationships

Specific	questions:

• How can the Government of Quebec and  
 its partners influence young habits 
 regarding diet, activity physicality, risky 
 behaviour or mental health problems? 

• What are the risk behaviours that the next  
 Youth Policy should encourage not to adopt 
 first? 

• How can we promote harmonious 
 interpersonal relationships that will help 
 contribute towards better integration of 
 all young people in school, the labour 
 market and in general society? (An 
 example may be the fight against sexism, 
 racism and homophobia)  

• What are the best ways to promote the  
 adoption of healthy lifestyles amongst  
 youths favourable to perseverance and  
 success? 

AXE II
An environment favourable to 
perseverance and school success 

Themes:

• Perseverance at school
• Two factors reinforcing perseverance: 
 participation in extracurricular activities  
 and school counselling services
• The better valuation of vocational and  
 technical training
• Access to higher education

Specific	questions:

• Can we support school retention by making 
 the school a better place to live together 
 and by stimulating young people? 

• Can extracurricular ( afterschool ) activities 
 contribute towards making the school an 
 attractive environment and also in 
 stimulating young people’s commitment to 
 their communities and the Quebec 
 society? If so, how? 

• How can we ensure that more young 
 people integrate into their education and  
 career plan a path within a vocational or  
 technical training programme? 

• What are the best ways to encourage  
 young people’s motivation and 
 perseverance at school and to avoid 
 drop outs?

AXES AND SUGGESTED TOPICS

General question: Are the intervention priorities determined by the Government those on which the next 
Youth Policy should linger over for the next fifteen years? 
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AXE III
Welcoming work ready young people 
to the economy

Themes:

• The employability of young people neither 
 employed nor in school ( educated or 
 trained ) and troubled youth ( NEET ) 
• Youth Working conditions
• The conditions for young people who want 
 to start their own business or take over an 
 existing business
• The importance of reconciling work 
 obligations with other spheres of life
• The benefits of regional mobility, 
 pan-Canadian and international

Specific	questions:

• When our next generation enter the labour 
 market it will be at a time when many of 
 today’s workers will have retired; what are  
 the young people’s challenges and 
 opportunities during this shift that you can  
 foresee for ?

• How can we ensure the greatest possible 
 participation of young immigrants in the 
 labour market and how can their skills be 
 recognised and valued?

• What are the respective roles of 
 government, the private sector and 
 colleges and universities to encourage the 
 reconciliation between family, work and  
 study?

• What are the best ways to develop the 
 employability of young people? 

AXE IV
Active and diverse Citizenship

Themes:

• Citizen participation, voluntary 
 engagement and participation in 
 cultural life
 • Young people’s access to decision-making  
 spaces
• Dialogue and mutual support 
 between generations 
• The importance of eco-citizenship

Specific	questions:

• Is voluntary work likely to eventually 
 encourage youth participation in 
 communities and institutions of 
 Quebec society? 

• What are the best ways to encourage an 
 open and productive dialogue between 
 generations, and what are the forums 
 where this dialogue can take place?

• How can we promote environmentally 
 responsible behaviour as part of voluntary  
 or intergenerational activities?

• What are the best ways to encourage the 
 practice of an active and plural citizenship  
 by young people?
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This text reflects the highlights from a QUÉBEC YOUTH POLICY
Consultation Paper by The Ministere du Counseil executif 
in Quebec. Burning2Learn and Praneo have translated this 
text to further share the influential messages, critical topics
of discussion and human-centred approaches towards 
positive change put forward in this paper.


